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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“And he [Jesus] said unto them, Render therefore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's, and 
unto God the things which be God's.”

—The Word of God (Luke 20:25)

“Religious matters are to be separated from the jurisdiction of the state not because they are 
beneath the interests of the state, but, quite to the contrary, because they are too high and holy and 
thus are beyond the competence of the state.”

—Isaac Backus (1724-1806) Pastor of Middleborough Baptist Church in 
Middleborough, Massachusetts (1756-1806); co-founder/trustee of College of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations (original name of Brown University; 
1764) – the first Baptist school of higher learning; prominent, outspoken 
proponent of the American Revolution; travelled throughout the colonies/states 
advocating religious liberty and a separation of church and state, and in 1774 he 
and other Baptists went to Philadelphia seeking assistance from the 1st

Continental Congress; was a supporter and delegate to the Massachusetts 
Convention ratifying the U.S. Constitution (1788); and renowned as “Pioneer of 
Religious Liberty.”

“Religion or the duty which we owe to our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be 
directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or violence, and therefore all men have an equal, 
natural and unalienable right to the free exercise of religion according to the dictates of conscience, and 
that no particular religious sect or society ought to be favored or established by law in preference to 
others."

—Patrick Henry (1736-1799)  “Trumpet of the American Revolution;” member of 
the Virginia Committee of Correspondence; Virginia House of Burgesses and 
State Assemblyman whose rousing speeches are credited with instilling an 
independence spirit throughout the colonies;  Virginia delegate to 1st

Continental Congress; assisted fellow-delegate John Dickinson of Pennsylvania 
in composing the “Petition to the King” (1774); first Governor of Virginia (1776-
79, 84-86); and opposed to ratifying the U.S. Constitution (together with  the 
Virginia Baptists and Samuel Adams), thereby being credited with 
creating/adding the Bill of Rights – after-which they all then became supporters 
for ratification.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Freedom_of_religion

