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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“Grace and peace be multiplied unto you through the knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord, 
according as his divine power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through 
the knowledge of him that hath called us to glory and virtue…”

—The Word of God (II Peter 1:2-3)  

"Public virtue cannot exist in a nation without private virtue, and public virtue is the only 
foundation of republics.  There must be a positive passion for the public good, the public interest, 
honour, power and glory, established in the minds of the people, or there can be no republican 
government, nor any real liberty: and this public passion must be superior to all private passions." 

—John Adams (1735-1826)  Member of Boston Committee of Correspondence;
Massachusetts delegate to 1st and 2nd Continental Congress; assisted Jefferson 
in the final draft, and was a signer of the Declaration of Independence; 
Negotiator/Signatory of Treaty of Paris (1783; ending the American War of 
Independence with Great Britain); sole author of the Massachusetts 
Constitution (1780; which served as a model for the U.S. Constitution); Vice-
President under President Washington (1789-97); 2nd President of the United 
States (1797-1801); father of John Quincy Adams, and second-cousin to Samuel 
Adams.

"Is there no virtue among us?  If there be not, we are in a wretched situation.  No theoretical 
checks, no form of government can render us secure.  To suppose that any form of government will 
secure liberty or happiness without any virtue in the people is a chimerical [make-believe] idea." 

—James Madison (1751-1836)   Colonel in Orange County, Virginia militia; 
Virginia delegate to 2nd Continental Congress (1775) and Congress of the 
Confederation (1781-83, 1786-87); Virginia delegate to Constitutional 
Convention (1787), Signer of the Constitution, and credited with adding the Bill 
of Rights; co-author of The Federalist Papers (1787-88; with Jay and Hamilton) 
advocating ratification of the Constitution; inaugural Virginia member of U.S. 
House of Representatives (1789-97); Secretary of State (1801-09, Jefferson 
Admin.); 4th U.S. President (1809-17); and renowned as “Father of the 
Constitution.”


