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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw 
yourselves from every brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.  
For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you; 
neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that 
we might not be chargeable to any of you: not because we have not power, but to make ourselves an 
ensample unto you to follow us.  For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any 
would not work, neither should he eat.  For we hear that there are some which walk among you 
disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies. Now them that are such we command and exhort by 
our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.”

—The Word of God (II Thessalonians 3:6-12)

"I am for doing good to the poor, but I differ in opinion of the means.  I think the best way of 
doing good to the poor, is not making them easy in poverty, but leading or driving them out of it.  In my 
youth I travelled much, and I observed in different countries, that the more public provisions were made 
for the poor, the less they provided for themselves, and of course became poorer.  And, on the contrary, 
the less was done for them, the more they did for themselves, and became richer." 

—Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) Founder of the University of Pennsylvania 
(1740); Pennsylvania delegate to Second Continental Congress and  Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence; first U.S. Ambassador to France (1776-84); 
Negotiator/Signatory of Treaty of Paris (ending the American War of 
Independence with Great Britain); first U.S. Postmaster General; Governor of 
Pennsylvania (1785-88); and Pennsylvania delegate to the Constitutional 
Convention and Signer of the Constitution.

"I predict future happiness for Americans if they can prevent the government from wasting the 
labors of the people under the pretense of taking care of them…The democracy will cease to exist when 
you take away from those who are willing to work and give to those who would not."

—Thomas Jefferson (1738-1826) Virginia delegate to Second Continental 
Congress; principle author and Signer of the Declaration of Independence; 
Governor of Virginia (1779-81); Ambassador to France (1785-89); first Secretary 
of State (President Washington Admin); U.S. Vice-President under President 
John Adams; 3rd U.S. President (1801-09); Founder of the University of Virginia 
(1819).


