
VISIONS OF THE VISIONARIES #66
for “Patriot Day,” Monday, September 11, 2023

(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“Be of good courage, and let us behave ourselves valiantly for our people, and for the cities of 
our God: and let the LORD do that which is good in his sight.”

—The Word of God (I Chronicles 19:13)

“It is in the man of piety and inward principle that we may expect to find the uncorrupted 
patriot, the useful citizen, and the invincible soldier.  God grant that in America true religion and civil 
liberty may be inseparable, and that the unjust attempts to destroy the one may, in the issue, tend to 
the support and establishment of both.”

—John Witherspoon (1723-1794) President/Instructor of Princeton College, NJ 
(1768-94); Member of New Jersey Committee of Correspondence; New Jersey 
delegate and Chaplain to 2nd Continental Congress, and Signer of Declaration of 
Independence; lost two sons in War of Independence; Signer of Articles of 
Confederation (which he helped draft); member of New Jersey Legislature 
ratifying the U.S. Constitution; and at Princeton, he taught six Constitutional 
Convention delegates, three Supreme Court justices, 20 U.S. Senators, and 33 
U.S. Congressmen.

“Americans are jealous of their privileges and resolved to maintain them: they are not yet 
enough to undervalue Liberty, they are truly sensible of its blessings, and not only talk of them as they 
do somewhere else, but really wish their continuance – they think the most effectual method of 
obtaining redress against oppression is to make the oppressors feel it.”

—Charles Carroll (1737-1832) Member of Maryland Committee of 
Correspondence; renowned as “First Citizen” of the American Colonies for his 
newspaper editorials advocating a separation from Great Britain; Maryland 
delegate to 2nd Continental Congress, and last surviving signer of Declaration of 
Independence; personally financed much of the War of Independence; 
Maryland delegate to Confederation Congress (1781-89); member of Maryland 
State Senate (1781-1800); inaugural Maryland U.S. Senator (1789-92); and co-
founder of Baltimore & Ohio Railroad (1827). 

https://foundingfatherquotes.mikekieffer.com/quotes/quote-581

