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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true judgment, and shew mercy and 
compassions every man to his brother: and oppress not the widow, nor the fatherless, the stranger, nor 
the poor; and let none of you imagine evil against his brother in your heart.”

—The Word of God (Zechariah 7:9-10)

“The inconsistency of the institution of domestic slavery with the principles of the Declaration of 
Independence was seen and lamented by all the southern patriots of the Revolution; by no one with
deeper and more unalterable conviction than by the author of the Declaration himself [Thomas 
Jefferson].  No charge of sincerity or hypocrisy can be fairly laid to their charge.  Never from their lips 
was heard one syllable of attempt to justify the institution of slavery.  They universally considered it as a 
reproach fastened upon them by the unnatural step-mother country [Great Britain], and they saw that 
before the principles of the Declaration of Independence, slavery, in common with every other mode of 
oppression, was destined sooner or later to be banished from the earth.  Such was the undoubting 
conviction of Jefferson to his dying day.  In the Memoir of His Life, written at the age of seventy-seven, 
he gave to his countrymen the solemn and emphatic warning that the day was not distant when they 
must hear and adopt the general emancipation of their slaves.”

—John Quincy Adams (1767-1848) Eldest son of President John Adams; 
Ambassador to the Netherlands and then Portugal (1794-95, 1796; Washington 
Admin); first Ambassador to Prussia (1797; Adams Admin); first Ambassador to 
Russia (1809-11; Madison Admin); Negotiator/Signatory to Treaty of Ghent
(1814; ending the War of 1812); Ambassador to Great Britain (1815-16; Madison 
Admin); and Secretary of State (1817-25; Monroe Admin, helping formulate the 
Monroe Doctrine, and negotiating Adams-Onis Treaty acquiring Florida from 
Spain); member of Massachusetts Senate (1802-03), U.S. Senate (1803-07), and 
U.S. House of Representatives (1831-48); 6th U.S. President (1825-29); and in 
Congress, he was nicknamed, “Old Man Eloquent.”

“I can only say that there is not a man living who wishes more sincerely than I do to see a plan 
adopted for the abolition of it [slavery].”

—George Washington  (1732-1799)  Officer in Fairfax County, Virginia militia 
(Col.; 1753-1758); member of Virginia House of Burgesses (1759-74); Virginia 
delegate to 1st and 2nd Continental Congress; Commanding  General of the 
American Continental Army throughout the War of  Independence (1775-83);  
Virginia delegate and President/Moderator of the Constitutional Convention, 
and Signer of the Constitution (1787); 1st President of the United States (1789-
97); and “Father of Our Country.”



“Many of the white people have been instruments in the hands of God for our good, even such 
as have held us in captivity, [and] are now pleading our cause with earnestness and zeal.”  

—Richard Allen (1760-1831) Freed Pennsylvania slave; co-founder of Free 
African Society (1787); founder of American Methodist Episcopalian Church 
(1794); and close personal friend of Declaration of Independence Signer, Dr. 
Benjamin Rush.


