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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“We have heard with our ears, O God, our fathers have told us, what work thou didst in their 
days, in the times of old.  How thou didst drive out the heathen with thy hand, and plantedst them; how 
thou didst afflict the people, and cast them out.  For they got not the land in possession by their own 
sword, neither did their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy 
countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them.  …Through thee will we push down our enemies: 
through thy name will we tread them under that rise up against us.  For I will not trust in my bow, neither 
shall my sword save me.  But thou hast saved us from our enemies, and hast put them to shame that hated 
us.  In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever. Selah.”

— The Word of God (Psalm 44:1-3, 5-8) 

“Kings or parliaments could not give the rights essential to happiness... We claim them from a 
higher source – from the King of kings, and Lord of all the earth.  They are not annexed to us by 
parchments and seals.  They are created in us by the decrees of Providence, which establish the laws of 
our nature. They are born with us; exist with us; and cannot be taken from us by any human power, 
without taking our lives. …With hearts fortified with these animating reflections, we most solemnly, 
before God and the world, declare, that, exerting the utmost energy of those powers, which our 
beneficent Creator hath graciously bestowed upon us, the arms we have been compelled by our 
enemies to assume, we will, in defiance of every hazard, with unabating firmness and perseverance 
employ for the preservation of our liberties; being with one mind resolved to die freemen rather than to 
live as slaves.”

—John Dickinson (1732-1808) Member of Pennsylvania Assembly (1764); 
member of Stamp Act Congress (1765); Pennsylvania delegate to 1st and 2nd

Continental Congress (1774-76) and Delaware delegate (1779-81) who strove 
for reconciliation with Great Britain, helping draft the Petition to the King
(1774), and the Olive Branch Petition (1775), and with Jefferson composed the 
Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms (1775); he abstained 
from voting for and signing the Declaration of Independence, but after war 
commenced, served as a Pennsylvania Militia officer and saw action in the War 
of Independence (his brother, Philemon, also a Delaware delegate to the 
Continental Congress, was a decorated Brigadier Gen. of the New Jersey Militia 
during the war); wrote the first draft of the Articles of Confederation (1776-77); 
Governor of Pennsylvania (1780-85); Delaware  delegate to Constitutional 
Convention (1787), and Signer of the U.S. Constitution; and renowned as 
“Penman of the Revolution.”

”Self defense is a primary law of nature, which no subsequent law of society can abolish; the 
immediate gift of the Creator obliges everyone to resist the first approaches of tyranny.”

— Elbridge Gerry (1744-1814) Member of the Massachusetts Committee of

https://www.azquotes.com/author/21859-John_Dickinson


Correspondence; member of Massachusetts Provincial Congress (1774-75); 
Massachusetts delegate to 2nd Continental Congress, and Signer of Declaration 
of Independence; Massachusetts delegate to Confederation Congress (1783-85); 
Massachusetts delegate to Constitutional Convention (1787), voting against its 
adoption, but after the addition of the Bill of Rights came to support it; 
inaugural Massachusetts member of the U.S. House of Representatives (1789-
93); Governor of Massachusetts (1810-12); and fifth U.S. Vice President (1813-
14; Pres. Madison Admin.).


