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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid 
up for the just.” 
 

—The Word of God (Proverbs 13:22)

"Let the American youth never forget that they possess a noble inheritance, bought by the toils 
and sufferings and blood of their ancestors; and a capacity, if wisely improved and faithfully guarded, of 
transmitting to their latest posterity all the substantial blessings of life, the peaceful enjoyment of 
liberty, property, religion, and independence."

—Joseph Story (1779-1845) His patriot father, Elisha Story (1743-1805), was a 
member of the Sons of Liberty, participated in the Boston Tea Party, and fought 
at Lexington Green and Bunker Hill.  Joseph was a member of the 
Massachusetts State House (1805-07); Massachusetts member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives (1808-09, 11), becoming Speaker of the House; 
Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court (1812-1845; Pres. Madison appt); 
and author of the renowned “Commentaries on the Constitution of the United 
States” (1833; 3 vols), a standard resource of American jurisprudence yet today.

“Honor, justice, and humanity, call upon us to hold, and to transmit to our posterity, that liberty 
which we received from our ancestors.  It is not our duty to leave wealth to our children, but it is our 
duty to leave liberty to them.”

—John Dickinson (1732-1808) Member of Pennsylvania Assembly (1764); 
member of Stamp Act Congress (1765); Pennsylvania delegate to 1st and 2nd

Continental Congress (1774-76) and Delaware delegate (1779-81) who strove 
for reconciliation with Great Britain, helping draft the Petition to the King
(1774), and the Olive Branch Petition (1775), and with Jefferson composed the 
Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms (1775); he abstained 
from voting for and signing the Declaration of Independence, but after war 
commenced, served as a Pennsylvania Militia officer and saw action in the War 
of Independence (his brother, Philemon, also a Delaware delegate to the 
Continental Congress, was a decorated Brigadier Gen. of the New Jersey Militia 
during the war); wrote the first draft of the Articles of Confederation (1776-77); 
Governor of Pennsylvania (1780-85); Delaware  delegate to Constitutional 
Convention (1787), and Signer of the U.S. Constitution; and renowned as 
“Penman of the Revolution.”
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