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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“The tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright: but the mouth of fools poureth out foolishness.”
—The Word of God (Proverbs 15:2)

“It will be of little avail to the people that the laws are made by men of their own choice if the 
laws be so voluminous that they cannot be read, or so incoherent that they cannot be understood.”

—James Madison (1751-1836) Officer (Col.) in Orange County, Virginia militia; 
Virginia delegate to 2nd Continental Congress (1775), and Congress of the 
Confederation (1781-83, 1786-87); Virginia delegate to Constitutional 
Convention (1787), Signer of the Constitution, and credited with adding the Bill 
of Rights; co-author of The Federalist Papers (1787-88; with Jay and Hamilton) 
advocating ratification of the Constitution; inaugural Virginia member of U.S. 
House of Representatives (1789-97); Secretary of State (1801-09, Jefferson
Admin.); 4th U.S. President (1809-17); and renowned as “Father of the 
Constitution.”

“Laws are made for men of ordinary understanding and should, therefore, be construed by the 
ordinary rules of common sense.  Their meaning is not to be sought for in metaphysical subtleties which 
may make anything mean everything or nothing at pleasure.” 

—Thomas Jefferson (1738-1826) Virginia delegate to 2nd Continental Congress
(1775-81); with John Dickinson composed the Declaration of the Causes and 
Necessity of Taking Up Arms (1775); principal author and Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence; Governor of Virginia (1779-81); Ambassador to 
France (1785-89; Confederation appt); first U.S. Secretary of State (1789-94; 
Pres. Washington Admin); U.S. Vice-President under President John Adams 
(1797-1801); 3rd U.S. President (1801-09); Founder of the University of Virginia 
(1819); and heralded as “Author of the Declaration of Independence.”


