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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“The heart of him that hath understanding seeketh knowledge: but the mouth of fools feedeth on 
foolishness.”

—The Word of God (Proverbs 15:14)

“We see every day that our imaginations are so strong and our reason so weak, the charms of 
wealth and power are so enchanting, and the belief of future punishments so faint that men find ways 
to persuade themselves to believe any absurdity, to submit to any prostitution, rather than forego their 
wishes and desires.  Their reason becomes at last an eloquent advocate on the side of their passions, 
and [they] bring themselves to believe that black is white, that vice is virtue, that folly is wisdom, and 
eternity is but a moment.”

—John Adams (1735-1826)  Member of Boston Committee of Correspondence;
Massachusetts delegate to 1st and 2nd Continental Congress; assisted Jefferson 
in the final draft, and was a signer of the Declaration of Independence; 
Negotiator/Signatory of Treaty of Paris (1783; ending the American War of 
Independence with Great Britain); sole author of the Massachusetts 
Constitution (1780; which served as a model for the U.S. Constitution); Vice-
President under President Washington (1789-97); 2nd President of the United 
States (1797-1801); father of 6th President, John Quincy Adams, and second-
cousin to fellow Declaration Signer Samuel Adams.

"In all very numerous assemblies, of whatever character composed, passion never fails to wrest 
the scepter from reason." 

—James Madison (1751-1836)   Officer (Col.) in Orange County, Virginia militia; 
Virginia delegate to 2nd Continental Congress (1775) and Congress of the 
Confederation (1781-83, 1786-87); Virginia delegate to Constitutional 
Convention (1787), Signer of the Constitution, and credited with adding the Bill 
of Rights; co-author of The Federalist Papers (1787-88; with Jay and Hamilton) 
advocating ratification of the Constitution; inaugural Virginia member of U.S. 
House of Representatives (1789-97); Secretary of State (1801-09, Jefferson 
Admin.); 4th U.S. President (1809-17);  and renowned as “Father of the 
Constitution.”


