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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man the truth to his neighbour; execute the 
judgment of truth and peace in your gates.”

—The Word of God (Zechariah 8:16)

“Government should protect every man in thinking and speaking freely, and see that one does 
not abuse another. The liberty I contend for is more than toleration. The very idea of toleration is 
despicable; it supposes that some have a pre-eminence above the rest to grant indulgence, whereas all 
should be equally free, Jews, Turks, Pagans and Christians."

—John Leland (1754-1841) Baptist pastor-evangelist in Virginia, Massachusetts, 
North Carolina, and Connecticut; nationally-known and outspoken advocate for 
religious liberty and the abolition of slavery; influential in seeing James Madison 
insist on including the First Amendment in the U.S. Bill of Rights (1791); principal 
author of the famous Danbury (CT) Letter to Thomas Jefferson (1802) regarding 
liberty/protection from governmental intrusion in religion; and member of the 
Massachusetts House of Representatives (1812-14).

“Stand upright, speak thy thoughts, declare the truth thou hast, that all may share; be bold, 
proclaim it everywhere: they only live who dare.”

—Lewis Morris (1726-1798)  Member of colonial New York General Assembly 
(1769-74); member of New York Provincial (Revolutionary) Congress (1775-77); 
New York delegate to 2nd Continental Congress (1775-77) and Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence; his Bronx estate was looted and burned by the 
British occupation forces during the American War of Independence; officer 
(Maj. Gen.) in New York State Militia; his eldest three sons served during the 
War of Independence and had distinguished military careers; New York State 
Senator (1777-81, 83-90); delegate to New York Convention ratifying the U.S. 
Constitution (1788); and half-brother to U.S. Constitution Signer Gouverneur 
Morris.


