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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“Let no man deceive himself.  If any man among you seemeth to be wise in this world, let him 
become a fool, that he may be wise.  For the wisdom of this world is foolishness with God.  For it is 
written, He taketh the wise in their own craftiness.  And again, The Lord knoweth the thoughts of the wise, 
that they are vain.  Therefore let no man glory in men.” 

—The Word of God (I Corinthians 3:18-21a)

[Written to Thomas Paine after a review of his attack on Christianity, “Age of Reason”]  
“I have read your Manuscript with some attention.  By the arguments it contains against the 

doctrine of a particular Providence, tho’ you allow a general Providence, you strike at the Foundation of 
all religion: for without the belief of a Providence that takes cognizance of, guards and guides and may 
favour particular persons, there is no motive to worship a Deity, to fear His displeasure, or to pray for 
His protection.  I will not enter into any discussion of your principles, tho’ you seem to desire it; at 
present I shall only give you my opinion that tho’ your reasonings are subtle, and may prevail with some 
readers, you will not succeed so as to change the general sentiments of mankind on that subject, 
and the consequence of printing this piece will be a great deal of odium drawn upon yourself, mischief 
to you and no benefit to others. He that spits against the wind, spits in his own face.  But were you to 
succeed, do you imagine any good would be done by it? …I would advise you therefore not to attempt 
unchaining the Tiger, but to burn this piece before it is seen by any other person, whereby you will save 
yourself a great deal of mortification from the enemies it may raise against you, and perhaps a good 
deal of regret and repentance. If men are so wicked as we now see them with religion, what would they 
be if without it? I intend this letter itself as a proof of my friendship.”

—Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) Founder of University of Pennsylvania (1740); 
first U.S. Postmaster General (1775-76); Pennsylvania delegate to 2nd

Continental Congress, and Signer of Declaration of Independence; first American 
Ambassador to France (1776-84); Negotiator/Signatory to Treaty of Paris (1783; 
ending the War of Independence with Great Britain); Governor of Pennsylvania 
(1785-88); and Pennsylvania delegate to Constitutional Convention (1787), and 
Signer of U.S. Constitution.

“[W]e cannot sufficiently reprobate the beliefs of Thomas Paine in his attack on Christianity by 
publishing his Age of Reason…He has the impudence and effrontery [shameless boldness] to address to 
the citizens of the United States of America a paltry [despicable] performance which is intended to 
shake their faith in the religion of their fathers… No language can describe the wickedness of the man 
who will attempt to subvert a religion which is a source of comfort and consolation to its votaries
[devotees] merely for the purpose of eradicating all sentiments of religion.”

—Zephaniah Swift (1759-1823) Member and Speaker of Connecticut House of 
Representatives (1787-93, 1798-1800, 1820-22); Connecticut member of US 



House of Representatives (1793-97); wrote A System of the Law of the State of
Connecticut (1795) – the first legal treatise published in America – and compiled 
and edited, in behalf of the U.S. Congress, the 3-volume The Laws of the United 
States of America (1796), and authored A Digest of the Laws of the State of 
Connecticut (1820), all of which are referenced and cited still today; was 
Secretary to the French Mission of 1800 (Pres. Adams appt) and credited with 
negotiating with Napoleon to resolve the Quasi War with France, making 
possible the Louisiana Purchase (1803); Connecticut Supreme Court Chief 
Justice (1801-1819); his legal expertise and publications influenced nearly all 
Founders, including Washington, Adams, and Madison; and he is often 
esteemed as “The American Blackstone.”


