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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.” 
—The Word of God (Proverbs 18:9) 

 

"I think we have more machinery of government than is necessary, too many parasites living on 
the labor of the industrious.  …Most bad government has grown out of too much government.”

—Thomas Jefferson (1738-1826) Virginia delegate to 2nd Continental Congress
(1775-81); with John Dickinson composed the Declaration of the Causes and 
Necessity of Taking Up Arms (1775); principal author and Signer of the 
Declaration of Independence; Governor of Virginia (1779-81); Ambassador to 
France (1785-89; Confederation appt); first U.S. Secretary of State (1789-94; 
Pres. Washington Admin); U.S. Vice-President under President John Adams 
(1797-1801); 3rd U.S. President (1801-09); Founder of the University of Virginia 
(1819); and heralded as “Author of the Declaration of Independence.”

"The legislative department is everywhere extending the sphere of its activity and drawing all 
power into its impetuous vortex. …It will not be denied that power is of an encroaching nature and that 
it ought to be effectually restrained from passing the limits assigned to it.”

—James Madison (1751-1836) Officer (Col.) in Orange County, Virginia militia; 
Virginia delegate to 2nd Continental Congress (1775) and Congress of the 
Confederation (1781-83, 1786-87); Virginia delegate to Constitutional 
Convention (1787), Signer of the Constitution, and credited with adding the Bill 
of Rights; co-author of The Federalist Papers (1787-88; with Jay and Hamilton) 
advocating ratification of the Constitution; inaugural Virginia member of U.S. 
House of Representatives (1789-97); Secretary of State (1801-09, Jefferson 
Admin.); 4th U.S. President (1809-17); and renowned as “Father of the 
Constitution.”


