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(God is THE Visionary, as He is omniscient; our Founders are visionaries
because they began the American Experiment with “the fear of the Lord” 
and a knowledge of His Truth)

“Judge not according to the appearance, but judge righteous judgment.”
—The Word of God (John 7:24)

"Without justice being freely, fully, and impartially administered, neither our persons, nor our 
rights, nor our property, can be protected.  And if these, or either of them, are regulated by no certain 
laws, and are subject to no certain principles, and are held by no certain tenure, and are redressed, 
when violated, by no certain remedies, society fails of all its value; and men may as well return to a state 
of savage and barbarous independence." 

—Joseph Story (1779-1845) His patriot father, Dr. Elisha Story (1743-1805), was 
a member of the Sons of Liberty, a participant in the Boston Tea Party, and a 
veteran of the War of Independence; Joseph was a member of the 
Massachusetts State House (1805-07); Massachusetts member of the U.S. 
House of Representatives (1808-09, 11), becoming Speaker of the House; 
Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court (1812-45; Pres. Madison appt); and 
author of the renowned “Commentaries on the Constitution of the United 
States” (1833; 3 vols), a standard resource of American jurisprudence still today.

“The accumulation of all powers, legislative, executive, and judiciary, in the same hands, 
whether of one, a few, or many, and whether hereditary, self-appointed, or elective, may justly be 
pronounced the very definition of tyranny.”

—James Madison (1751-1836)   Officer (Col.) in Orange County, Virginia militia; 
Virginia delegate to 2nd Continental Congress (1775) and Congress of the 
Confederation (1781-83, 1786-87); Virginia delegate to Constitutional 
Convention (1787), Signer of the Constitution, and credited with adding the Bill 
of Rights; co-author of The Federalist Papers (1787-88; with Jay and Hamilton) 
advocating ratification of the Constitution; inaugural Virginia member of U.S. 
House of Representatives (1789-97); Secretary of State (1801-09, Jefferson 
Admin.); 4th U.S. President (1809-17); and renowned as “Father of the 
Constitution.”
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